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MEDIA UPDATE — June 14, 2007

Contact: Andy Prosser, Bureau Director
(601) 359-1158
E-mail: andy@mdac.state.ms.us

The Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce would like to provide an update of the
inspection and sampling of imported Chinese catfish that have in some cases contained FDA banned
antibiotics.

Following the May 17, 2007, press release regarding the “Stop Sale Orders” in Mississippi retail grocery
stores, the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce has inspected 457 retail grocery
establishments statewide from May 18" through June 8". During these inspections, no Chinese catfish
have been found in these grocery establishments. The Department of Agriculture and Commerce’s
Consumer Protection Division will continue its inspection schedules and will pull samples for testing if
the product is found.

To date, 26 samples have been collected for testing with 18 of those samples testing positive for
ciprofloxacin and enrofloxacin, compounds in the fluoroquinolone drug family.
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