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SPELL GOESON TOUR TO “MAKE MINE MISSISSIPPI” ;
TUPELO FURNITURE MARKET 1S100'" SIGNEE

(TUPELO) Not even three weeks after announcing a new way to identify
Mississippi products at the State Capitol for Ag Day, Commissioner of Agriculture
and Commerce Dr. Lester Spell wasin vibrant northeast Mississippi, thanking the
100" industry that has decided to “ M ake Mine Mississippi.”

In Houlka, Spell visited two companiesthat areinvolved in the booming
furnitureindustry; upholstered living room furniture manufacturer Astro
Lounger/Davis Furniture Industries and Ark-EIll Springs, which manufactures
springsfor furniture.

“Thefurnitureindustry is one of the most important in Mississippi,” saysDr.
Spdll. “1 am very pleased with the enthusiasm they have shown our ‘M ake Mine
Mississippi’ program. Theindustry hasa great track record and if they believe this
isa good idea that saysa lot about the program.”

From Houlka, Dr. Spell traveled to Tupelo, where the world-famous Tupelo
Furniture Market became the 100" businesstojoin the* Make Mine Mississppi”
program. Themarket isthe second largest market of itstypein the United States.
“All of our Mississippi manufacturersand suppliersto our industry are very
valuableto us,” saysJanice Coleman, Managing Director of the market. “ For that
reason, and our continued development, we are supporting this program.”

It costs nothing for a company tojoin “ Make Mine Mississippi”, but the
products have to meet certain requirements. They haveto be produced, processed
or manufactured in Mississippi or use at least 51% Mississippi materials. In return,
the company gets an identifiable logo they can place on their products and
promotion through the Market Development Division of MDAC.

Mississippi’sprogram issimilar to othersthat have been very successful in
states such as North Carolina and Louisiana “ Theresponseto the program has been
tremendous,” saysDr. Spell. “Mississppiansare proud of our state’s products and
they arewilling to buy them. All they needed was a way to find them and now we
haveit.”
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Requirements For ProductsIn The“ Make Mine Mississippi” Program

1. Thefirm using the service mark must beregistered with the M arket
Development Division of the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and
Commerce (MDAC).

2. The service mark may be placed or used for advertising only on products
that are at least 51% produced, processed or manufactured in Mississippi.

3. The service mark must be used in itsentirety, with no deviation from graphic
standards as provided.



The service mark may beincorporated into packaging or labeling of a
product, all promotional materials used in advertising, point-of-purchase
displaysand in the form of a pressure sensitive sticker.

M DAC guarantees product origin only.

The service mark may be promoted in any color.

Violation of the above specifications may result in suspension of theright to
use the Make Mine Mississippi logo.

Results From Other States With Similar Programs

Georgia hasincreased sales of products marked with the Georgia. Alwaysin
Good Taste logo by 5%-10%. Georgia program includes 200 companies

70% of Tennesseeresidents surveyed said they would purchase a product with
the Pick Tennessee Productslogo aslong as price and quality were smilar

North Carolina’s Goodness Grows in North Carolina program has 700
producer/processors and 350 retailers participating

Louisiana licenses 432 companiesto useits Certified CAJUN and/or CERTIFIED
A product of Louisiana logos
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