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JACKSON FAMILY DONATES“ CHRISTMASVILLAGE”
DISPLAY TO AGRICULTURE MUSEUM

(Jackson)The Christmas Spirit at the Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry
Museum has gotten a big boost, thanksto a very special donation by a Jackson
family. Beginningin 1999, a very special “ Christmas Village” built by the Alvis
family will be on display each Christmas at the museum.

“Thisisthe best Christmas present the museum has ever received,” said Dr.
Lester Spell, Jr., Commissioner of the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and
Commerce (MDAC). *For morethan a quarter-century, thousands of
Mississippians have driven past the home of Lester and Minnie Alvisto seethis
display and we are happy to give it a home for the 21% century.”

The Alvis's put up their original display in 1973. It consisted of two
buildings, a church and a house, modeled after a 19" century New England town.
Over the yearsthe exhibit has grown to 20 buildings, with all plans designed by next
door neighbor William Addkison, an architect.

Lester Alvissaysthe sheer size and complexity of the exhibit was getting too
difficult for one family to deal with. “ For several years now werealized that we
wer e going to haveto do something with it,” said Alvis. “We're glad that it’s going
to a place likethe Agriculture Museum.”

New Museum Director Tadd Shields saysthe Museum is excited about the
chanceto display thevillage. “Weare very happy about the opportunity to begin
displaying this Christmas Village, beginning next year,” says Shields. “| believeit
will really enhance our existing exhibits during the holiday season.”

Oneinteresting twist to thisdonation isthat, according to Minnie Alvis, their
Christmas display may have helped inspire one of the Agriculture Museum’s most
popular exhibits. “ When the Department of Agriculture was designing the * Small
Town Mississippi’ exhibit, they came over to look at our village,” Minnie says.

(More)
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So, for 1998, the thousands of metro Jackson residentswho visit the Alvis's
Christmas Village can seeit in their front yard onelast time. But beginning in 1999,
look for thislabor of Christmaslove at the Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry
Museum.

Facts about Christmas Village
Lester and Minnie Alvisstarted the Christmas Villagein 1973.
Patterned after mid-19™ century New England Village.
Began with a Church and a house. Added another house, a barn and a General
Storethenext year. Today, the exhibit boasts 20 buildings, a pond and a Grist
Mill.

Several thousand people driveto the Alvis's Jackson hometo see the village each
year. Christmas Eveisthe busiest night.

Each new building takes about 2 %2 monthsto design and construct.

Plansfor each building drawn by architect William L. Addkison, who lives next
door to Lester and Minnie Alvis.

Every building islighted, and all the houses are decorated inside for Christmas.
The church features a choir and a congregation.

Thereare miniature figurinesin most of the buildings, but not in any of the
businesses. It isassumed they are* closed” on Christmas. Theonly miniature

character “working” inside the exhibit isthe nurse on duty in the Infirmary.

Takes 3 adults (Mr. Alvisand histwo sons) a full day to set up the Christmas
Village.

Commissioner Lester Spell, . D.V.M.,
Minnie and Lester Alvis
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