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GARDEN SHOW DRAWS THOUSANDS OF GREEN
THUMBSTO JACKSON

Thefirst ever Mississippi Garden & Patio Show has ended with organizers
and show participants calling the event a success. Show hosts estimate that more
than 5,000 people attended the three-day exposition, which featured everything
from plantsto seminarson lawn management to iron and ceramic sculpturesfor the
garden that has everything.

“Weare extremely pleased with theturnout,” said Lester Spell, Jr.,
Commissioner of the Mississippi Department of Agricultureand Commerce
(MDAC), one of the host agenciesfor the show. “ Theresponseto thisinitial effort
provesthat thereisareal need for thistype of show. Next year’s event should be
even bigger and better.”

Vendorsand customersalike praised theshow. “| had totakeatrip back
hometo restock my inventory,” said Pauline Herring, owner of Ridge Point
Gardensin Meadville. “ The show hasbeen very good.” Glen Beard of Flower
Center Nursery in Vicksburg says he plansto come back next year, with one change.
“We'redoubling our booth size next year.” Sandra Ainsworth of Puckett, in
Rankin County, summed up the event for thousands of shoppers. “| cameto seethe
flowers” shesays. “But I’ve seen several things| want!”

The Mississippi Garden & Patio Show was a joint effort by MDAC, the
Mississippi Nurserymen Association and the Cooper ative Extension Service. It was
designed to showcasethe horticultureindustry in Mississippi and make citizens
awar e of the products and knowledge available for their homes and gardens.
Mississippi currently ranks 34™ in the nation in horticulture, but theindustry is

growing rapidly
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