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SPELL TAKESDELIVERY OF NEW MDAC EQUIPMENT

It’sgoing to be harder than ever for operatorsto violate lawsthat fall under
thejurisdiction of the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce
(MDAC). Commissioner Lester Spell held a news conference Tuesday to announce
that the Weights & Measures Division of MDAC hasreceived the largest order of
new heavy equipment trucksin department history.

“Thisisagreat day not just for the department, but for Mississippi
taxpayersaswell,” said Spell. “We were already doing more inspectionswith fewer
personnel, even though we were using some very old equipment. These new vehicles
will enable usto do take our productivity to an even higher level.”

The equipment purchase was made possible by a lease-pur chase agreement
approved in the 1996 legidative session. Several lawmakerswho supported the
agreement were invited to see the new equipment, which had a total value of more
than $900,000. “ Thiswould not have been possible without the support of the
Mississippi Legidature, and they deserve a lot of credit,” said Commissioner Spell.
“We cameto lawmakersin 1996, told them we werein a bad situation and they
responded.”

Equipment on display at the news conference ranged from regular pickup
trucksto weight and milk tank calibration trucks worth more than $50,000 each.
The new trucksreplaced equipment that in some cases dates back to the 1970's.
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