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Subpart 2-Administrative Rules 
Chapter 11 - Smoking Policy 
 
Smoking Policy 
 
100.01 Purpose.  The purpose of this policy is to accommodate and foster a healthy, 

comfortable, safe and productive work environment for Department employees,  
guests, and invitees.   

 
100.02 Scope.  This policy applies to all Department employees, guests, and invitees. 
 
100.03 Definitions. 

1. Commissioner means the Commissioner of the Mississippi Department of   
Agriculture and Commerce. 

2. Department means the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce  
and all facilities owned or leased by the Department, including but not limited 
to, the Department headquarters at 121 North Jefferson Street, Jackson, and 
the Robert McCarty Building on Stone Boulevard at Mississippi State. 

3.   Smoke or smoking means the use of a lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe, or other     
smoking materials, including the carrying or holding of any or the 
aforementioned   products and the act of emitting or exhaling from any of 
those products.  

4.   Pool vehicle is a department vehicle assigned to a bureau of the department,   
which is available for use by department employees in accordance with 
department rules for department business. 

  
100.04 Policy.   

1.  Smoking is prohibited in all buildings and indoor work areas utilized by the 
Department in the furtherance of its mission, except for the specific smoking 
permitted areas identified by and approved by the Commissioner.  

1. Department will post signs using the words “No Smoking” or the international 
no-smoking symbol on all public entrances or in a position where the sign is 
clearly visible on entry into the Department. 

2. Where the Department has areas designated as smoking-permitted areas, the 
statement “No Smoking Except in Designated Areas” shall be conspicuously 
posted on all public entrances or in a position where it is clearly visible on 
entry into the Department.  Areas designated as smoking-permitted areas shall 
be so marked. 

3. Employees who leave their work area during scheduled work time to smoke 
must ensure that the time taken does not exceed the time allowed under policy 
for breaks.  Employees who smoke shall make every effort to keep the 
designated smoking areas clean and free of discarded cigarettes and cigars.  
Employees are prohibited from smoking within 90 feet of the front entrance of 
any Department building.   
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4. Smoking is not permitted in department pool vehicles.  Smoking is not 
permitted in state vehicles assigned to individual employees when the vehicle 
is occupied by individuals in addition to the individual assigned the vehicle. 

 
100.05  Breaches of Policy. 

1.  Any employee who breaches this policy may be subject to the Department’s 
disciplinary procedure. 

1.  Any guests or invitees of the Department who are in breach of this policy 
shall be informed of the policy and asked to discontinue smoking.  If a guest 
or invitee then continues to breach the policy, then someone designated by the 
Commissioner shall escort them out of the building.    

 
(Section 100 adopted June 7, 1995.  Amended June 14, 2005.) 
 
Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §69-1-13. 
 


